CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

Borderlands: Game of the Year Edition 

Other known title(s): 

Borderlands: GOTY Enhanced Borderlands: The Secret Armoury of 
General Knoxx/Claptrap's Robot Revolution 

OFLC ref: 

2000117.000 

Medium: 

Console Game 

Distributor: 

Take 2 Interactive 

Country of origin: 

United States 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Take 2 Interactive 

Classification: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to 
persons who have attained the age of 16 years. 

Excisions: 

No excisions recommended 

Descriptive note: 

Contains violence. 

Display conditions: 

None 

Date of entry in Register: 

02 April 2020 

Date of direction to issue 
a label: 

No direction to issue a label has been issued 

Date of notice of decision: 

No notice of decision has been issued 



Components 

Running time 

Game: 

Borderlands: Game of the Year Edition 


Total running time: 




Summary of reasons for decision: 

Originally classified as R18 in 2010, Borderlands: Game of the Year Edition was submitted for a 
reconsideration to see if this classification is still appropriate. While the game remains largely 
identical, society and video games have not. Gaming has continued to increase as a common part of 
today's popular culture; viewers and gamers - especially older teenagers - have become more media 
literate and experienced at a younger age, and are better able to place media into critical context. By 
contemporary standards, the game is also relatively less cutting edge in its graphic detail and the 
extent of its violence. After careful examination and review, the Classification Office finds that 





Borderlands: Game of the Year Edition no longer has the same impact as it did on its release. The 
potential for harm if made available to older teenagers is therefore reduced. The availability of 
Borderlands: Game of the Year Edition is therefore restricted to people who are at least 16 years old 
(R16). Taking into account the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act (1990), this classification is the least 
restrictive limitation on the right to freedom of expression that will prevent injury to the public good. 



